THE MADONNA IN STAINED GLASS ART

THE MADONNA

The Italian word for Madonna, “Our Lady,’ is used as a term of respect
for Mary, the mother of Jesus. The term is also used interchangeably
for Virgin, Holy Mother and Blessed Mother. As applied to stained
glass works of art, the term “Madonna” frequently designates
representation of the Virgin Mary and child.

In church windows and other forms of Marian art, the Madonna may
be featured in numerous poses that include Mary standing alone,
Mary standing with baby Jesus, Mary enthroned, Mary sitting with
the infant in her lap, and half-length Madonna. Devotional images of
Mary in stained glass church windows often assume unique contexts,
backgrounds, and themes to reflect specific moments in her life as
well as the life and ministry of Jesus.

Rigid, solemn, and regal representations of the Madonna in Medieval
and Byzantine art evolve to a softer and more natural appearance

Stained Glass Inc. Panel 3614: while still maintaining the eternal bond of mother and child. As

The Love of the Virgin and Child greater naturalism replaces rigorous lines of austere formality,
devotional representations of the Madonna and child embrace a more
inclusive union of human and divine nature.

THE STORY OF THE MADONNA

The history of the Madonna and child is one of the oldest and most
popular themes in art and Christian iconography. The earliest known
wall painting of the Virgin and child is found in the third century
catacomb of Priscilla. These early catacomb images emphasize an
intimate encounter between man and God.

With the Council of Ephesus in 431, the status of Theotokus (Mother
of God) is conferred upon Mary. The representation of Mary as the
Madonna is fully established from this time forward. The sculptural
and pictorial origins of the Madonna take root in Byzantine art which
later travels to Italy. The manner in which Byzantine iconography

of the Virgin Mary is assimilated by Italian painters of the fifth and
sixth centuries is clearly evidenced in overlapping subject matter and
techniques employed amongst Italian and Byzantine art traditions.

Images of the Madonna only gradually emerge in importance outside Stained Glass Inc. Panel 3617: Blessed Mother and Christ
of Rome from the sixth to twelfth centuries. Renaissance artists of

fifteenth-century Italy are greatly indebted to the work of Early Modern

Italian muralists and painters. Images of the Madonna regain a dominant status in the works of
Renaissance painters such as Leonardo da Vinci, Michelangelo, Raphael, and Titian.

An unprecedented expansion in the iconography of the Virgin Mary occurs during the fifteenth and
sixteenth centuries, in which the Madonna is increasingly portrayed as a single figure. Subjects such
as the Annunciation and the Pieta transform the Madonna as an object of contemplation and prayer,
although she remains true to her ancient symbolism of maternal love and devotion to the present day.
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Stained Glass Inc. Panel 4736:
Baby Jesus with His Mother
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Stained Glass Inc. Panel 3221: Madonna and the Child
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St. Francis and the Madonna
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Stained Glass Inc. Panel 5072: Virgin and Child with St. Francis
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Stained Glass Inc. Panel 4997: Classic Catholic Stained Glass
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Mary Holding Baby Jesus
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The Arrival of Baby Jesus
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The Glorious Birth of Christ
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Madonna and Child with Lilies
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Mother and Child
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Stained Glass Inc. Panel 5151:
Mary, Mother of Christ
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THE MADONNA IN STAINED GLASS ART

\.._‘._ .3 ‘. g M ey
4 4 f o P .
b v 1Y,
A e “REEENE T %
& b, o g e o .y
SN B deiael B ) a» d\
h‘.lllem /] lU%" i |""M ,‘Y@M1 1% 3 S "-:_ 5
kQ_JP éﬂ'_‘ 7 T ' Wi §=i§ ot Tl +-c*
{ %g‘,; @ o s: i I p ﬁlﬂl ﬂ. '1 1 e N x -.
E A F S AN ) |"|"l’\{ ' “Q | ""\-‘E - = 'x
- P = ' ay Nelagi ¥y = A N ¥ $
f* R § LY== i -_< %l‘ L A, =5 ¥ 4 .
'S Y ) [ ; " | W ““f. %) ! (8 4 ¢
Bl Asy \\?@é**‘ = B s
:' , N 1| N l :'g:. S e i: k ‘& UH
r LR TR +u “‘@”‘* o B g N =R 1,
W"" 3 ; % —= g '} [ _\j".e: f": : ? |
@ - %&"ﬁ ) & ."'\.i 3 e 2, % A $
AW B EERTRA DNKIHE - et i z -
7 ) YA AT 7 SRR > 3
i ,. e :7‘&{1 & = : g g ) .‘ « &
. AR | AN o | ' :
.A§‘\ oo oS B
g - e s __ | &
. —— ‘1 & ~1 ! - s %
a w, P AR BT et E__,E S
r@. Ve o X ey A P it | ly0e
: = ST Infederier el _NoN: Voo ¥ mli g

Stained Glass Inc. Panel 3324:
St Dominic Receiving the Rosary
from Mary

Stained Glass Inc. Panel 2360:
Beautiful Madonna

Stained Glass Inc. Panel 4446:
Monk and Madonna

Stained Glass Inc. Panel 4257: The Madonna and
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Stained Glass Inc. Panel 4750:
Portrait of Madonna, Our Lady
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Stained Glass Inc. Panel 4347: Holy Madonna and Holy Child

STAINFD@GI ASS INC. Page 15

o -y


https://www.stainedglassinc.com/gallery/religious/madonna/
https://www.stainedglassinc.com/gallery/religious/madonna/
http://www.stainedglassinc.com/contact-us/
http://www.stainedglassinc.com
mailto:info%40StainedGlassInc.com?subject=
tel:903-454-8376
https://www.stainedglassinc.com/
https://www.stainedglassinc.com/window/3324-st-dominic-receiving-the-rosary-from-mary/
https://www.stainedglassinc.com/window/2360-beautiful-madonna/
https://www.stainedglassinc.com/window/4446-monk-and-madonna/
https://www.stainedglassinc.com/window/4750-portrait-of-madonna-our-lady/
https://www.stainedglassinc.com/window/4347-holy-madonna-and-holy-child/
https://www.stainedglassinc.com/window/4257-the-madonna-and-st-francis/
https://www.stainedglassinc.com/window/4347-holy-madonna-and-holy-child/
https://www.stainedglassinc.com/window/4446-monk-and-madonna/
https://www.stainedglassinc.com/window/4257-the-madonna-and-st-francis/
https://www.stainedglassinc.com/window/3324-st-dominic-receiving-the-rosary-from-mary/
https://www.stainedglassinc.com/window/2360-beautiful-madonna/
https://www.stainedglassinc.com/window/4750-portrait-of-madonna-our-lady/

THE MADONNA IN STAINED GLASS ART
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Stained Glass Inc. Panel 4213: Stained Glass Inc. Panel 3655: Sancta et Inmaculata

Crowned Madonna
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Stained Glass Inc. Panel 1804: Stained Glass Inc. Panel 2169: Stained Glass Inc. Panel 3400: | . . . ‘ . ﬁ :
Mary and Child Colossians 3:14 Angels and Little Ones
~ - ™ Bl " e . : W
m Stained Glass Inc. Panel 4757:
&k Mary and the Crown
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